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March 10, 2026

A Message from Father Mark E. Thibodeaux, SJ
 
Dear HNJ Community, Pax Christi–Peace of Christ!

I am writing to let you know that I will be stepping down as pastor of HNJ Parish and School on April 6, 2026, in order to take on
my new mission as Novice Director for the Jesuits. On the one hand, I’m terribly sorry to leave a work and community that I
love so much (you!). On the other hand, I’m deeply grateful for the time I have had with you, and I am also honored and moved
by the Jesuits’ trust in me as I take on this important role for our province.

This announcement may seem abrupt and surprising to you, but I have been expecting “the call” for a while now. I am the
longest-serving pastor of HNJ for over 40 years. So, my time has come. What necessitated this particular move is that our
current novice director has just been named the next provincial of the UCS province. This appointment requires him to leave
his role as novice director fairly quickly. Because I have previously served in this role, I am uniquely qualified to slip right into
this position.

You can think of a novice director as a seminary director. I will be living and working with men in the first two years of their
lives as Jesuits. They will not yet have taken religious vows, so together each individual novice and I will discern if this indeed is
the life to which God is calling them. To have served as novice director for ten years before coming to HNJ was one of the
greatest honors of my life, and I found the work deeply fulfilling. To be asked a second time was beyond my imagination.

I leave Holy Name with gratitude and pride for all that we have accomplished together. Many will look back on this period of
our history and relish the enormously successful Capital Campaign, which has allowed us to do some wonderful and much-
needed renovations to our church in addition to constructing a huge new classroom and gymnasium building. While I cannot
be more proud of us for those achievements, they are not the things that bring me the most joy as I look back on my time at
Holy Name. As I leave here, I am most grateful for the smiles and warm hugs of our children, for the many adults becoming full
Catholics through our parish, for the faithful “old guard” who have remained loyal to this community in good times and in bad,
for our increase in young adults and young families who now regularly worship here, and for our expanded work with the poor
and the forgotten.

What will happen next? On the evening of April 6th, we will have a party celebrating our wonderful years together (mark your
calendars!!). Then, Father Eddie Gros, SJ, will take over as acting pastor until our new pastor arrives on July 1, 2026.

And I’m delighted to introduce you to your new pastor! Father Mark Kramer, SJ, will be joining you in the summer. I am
delighted that such a loving and talented priest has been chosen for this role. Father Kramer was pastor of our Jesuit parish in
Grand Coteau, LA, for many years, which included overseeing St. Ignatius Catholic School. He was wildly successful in this role
and was beloved by the parishioners and the school community alike. He will be a magnificent pastor of HNJ Parish and School.

Please indulge me with one last favor. It is important to me that I remain “light on my feet” as a Jesuit and a man of religious
poverty. If you felt inclined to give me a gift that I would have to pack in my bag, please instead make a contribution in my name
to our campaign.

I cannot thank you enough for providing me with some of the happiest years of my life. You will remain in my heart forever.
Please pray for me as I move to our Denver Novitiate to help form some new future pastors of Holy Name of Jesus!

Yours in Christ,
Mark E. Thibodeaux, SJ



To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Wednesday, March 11
Discover HNJ Construction Tour (see flyer below)

Thursday, March 12
Honor Roll Ceremony (3  - 7  Grade)rd th

Friday, March 13
School Prayer Service (K-7 , parents welcome, seating limited)th

Gym Floor Signing (all students)
Troop 55 Lenten Fish Fry (see flyer below)

Saturday, March 14
Mom and Mister (see flyer below)

Monday, March 16
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Tuesday, March 17
Green shirt spirit day - Happy St. Patrick’s Day! (spirit shirt guidelines apply)

Wednesday, March 18
Discover HNJ Construction Tour (see flyer below)

Thursday, March 19
Men’s Club General Meeting, 6:00 PM

Saturday, March 21
HNJ Spring Gala @ Val’s (see flyer below)

Monday, March 23 - Sunday, March 29
Scholastic Book Fair

Spirit Shirt
Guidelines

Lunch Menu
2025-2026

School Calendar

Upcoming Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
http://hnjschool.org/lunch-menu


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

"A “frenemy” often appears as a friend but may secretly feel resentment or jealousy. This mix of
companionship and competition can lead to widespread rumors in class, passive-aggressive

comments in the lunchroom, or rivalry in group projects. For students trying to navigate through the
social maze of school, recognizing and understanding frenemy relationships is key.

How parents can help:
Teach children to notice friendship red flags.
 Foster self and mutual respect by highlighting the importance of respect and modeling respecting
others in all interactions.
Promote honest conversations by encouraging children to share their thoughts and worries about
friendships.
Offer support or reflection when relationships hit rocky patches.

Frenemies

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/sf-001C000001hTb76IAC/events/vevt:2c0eadc9-1d9f-449d-b293-2c04cac5e73e/home/story
https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/sf-001C000001hTb76IAC/events/vevt:2c0eadc9-1d9f-449d-b293-2c04cac5e73e/shop/fixed-price
https://my.onecause.com/inventory/organizations/sf-001C000001hTb76IAC/events/vevt:2c0eadc9-1d9f-449d-b293-2c04cac5e73e/items/donate
https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/sf-001C000001hTb76IAC/events/vevt:79b0b8ce-a455-4ec9-b19e-51f300381db5/home/story


This year's Book Fair will be operating on a
cashless system to provide a convenient and
efficient shopping experience for all students
and families.

 1.Preview theBook Fair – Click the linksbelowto
explore available titles and get your children
excited about their selections.

2.Create an E-Wallet – Set up a digital wallet
account using the links provided below. This
account will allow you to add funds that your
child can use during their shopping visit.

3. Click on the book fair schedule link to view the 
shopping schedule for all grades. 

.

Early Childhood
eWallet sign up

1st-7th eWallet
sign up 

Book Fair Schedule

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/holynameofjesusschool
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/holynameofjesusschool
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/holynameofjesusschool5
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/holynameofjesusschool5
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/holynameofjesusschool5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQCZkIMwcBzlO3XkvJgrBQZuo_XEadHAHZRKKiQIkY1SPwExs4m-ZbSXcAhsY0DIm3zPi0CKSl77ksD/pub


Questions? 
Contact Lizzie Frein at lizziefrein@gmail.com or 225.803.6288

HNJ CITY PARK NIGHT 
Wednesday, April 1 | 6:00 – 9:00 PM

City Park Carousel Gardens Amusement Park

Additional Information: 
Wristbands required for anyone age 2 or older

Includes access to all open rides●
City Park concessions are cashless and will be open

No outside food and drink allowed●

Advanced Wristbands (purchased by Tuesday, March 31):
First four wristbands $20 each

Each additional wristband $15 each

Onsite Wristbands: 
$25 each

●

●

Click here
to 

volunteer!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfajHR_jr_cKWS943EZbcFMVs5Od3B0QvBpljigS98z3RqdGQ/viewform
mailto:lizziefrein@gmail.com
mailto:lizziefrein@gmail.com
mailto:lizziefrein@gmail.com
mailto:lizziefrein@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4FA9AC29A3FE3-62717017-2026
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4FA9AC29A3FE3-62717017-2026
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4FA9AC29A3FE3-62717017-2026
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4FA9AC29A3FE3-62717017-2026


https://hnjschool.org/tennis-tournament




https://www.read-a-thon.com/readers/r/313233313335/1?utm=email
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewxUHsCn_ObH1qb049YVvvXolgnez2VFTDNSVFDNg881TmpA/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf9h-aCTHS9Kd5SUKmrL2ztywS4DUZJG9F6ACrhKlzt6mq18Q/viewform


6th Grader  Anna Kramer will be playing Young
Elsa in Jefferson Performing Art’s FROZEN the
musical, which opens this Friday. The show is

double cast. She will be performing on only
March 6,8, and 14. Tickets available at

www.jpas.org.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsfDtSS7e2DpOspufe_8FZHzSV_5YDGfOnD0B6sXh_1HdXpg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmx0rdlaiKy-xf6aLruY94mg8skfaFmCaBo4CRqtAhhKTQyQ/viewform
http://www.jpas.org/
https://forms.gle/ekbN8zGZC5TLL79A6


Emotional Regulation Skills
Peer Play Skills
Joint Attention Development
Positive communication skills

A PLAY THERAPY GROUP FOR CHILDREN AGES
3 TO 7 YEARS OLD TO INCREASE: 

Where: Nourish Counseling Studio

CONTACT INFO@NOURISHINNOLA.COM OR
VISIT NOURISHINNO L A.COM FOR MORE

INFORMATION

PlayfUL Pals

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Fill out THIS survey to share
your culture with us!

Share Your
Culture with
Us to Create
an Authentic

L earning
Experience 

http://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWueWTSnSJdoSjzOVVuz1VWYbcR6WyndntBg8YDatqrJ-wDg/viewform?usp=header


August
11 & 12: First Two Half Days

13: First Full Day for all students
17: First Day of Early/Later Gators

September
4: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

7: No School - Labor Day
25: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

October
15: Half Day, Prospective Student Open House

16: PK3 - 7th Grade No School - Parent Teacher Conferences (Little Gators regular day)
30: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

November
13: Half Day - Gator Fest Set Up

16: No School - Gator Fest Clean Up
23-27: No School - Thanksgiving Break

December
18: Christmas Programs, dismissal immediately follows

21-31: No School - Christmas Break

January
1: No School - Christmas Break

4: No School - Teacher Professional Development
15: PK3 - 7th Grade Half Day - Parent Teacher Conferences (Little Gators regular day)

18: No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

February
4: Half Day - Mardi Gras

5-12: No School - Mardi Gras Break

March
25: Half Day - Easter

26-31: No School - Easter Break

April
1-2: No School - Easter Break

30: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

May
21: 7th Grade last day

27: PK3, PK4, Kindergarten last day
28: 1st-6th End of Year Mass (dismissal immediately follows)

 TENTATIVE School Days 2026-2027 
Applies to all students (LG-7th) unless otherwise noted 

Tentative Schedule as of 1/12/2026. All dates subject to change.

2   2
0  0
2   2
6   7



Family Day at the New Orleans Book Festival is a family-centered, free
event that will include lively author presentations, book readings, book-
related activities and a book distribution. It will be open and accessible to
all children of our community and their families, and the Festival will work
with public schools to encourage participation. Attendees will enjoy a full
schedule of presentations, activities and entertainment. 

Family Day is designed to be a dynamic and fun experience for all ages. 
A diverse selection of authors and presenters will interact with students and 
sign books throughout the day. Book characters will walk around the
festival grounds creating a lively atmosphere. Children will find something
that appeals  to all reading levels, backgrounds and reading interests. As
part of the Family Day programming, the Festival will host outreach
programs including author visits to local schools. On the day of the
Festival, organizers will engage a bus service to provide all day round trip
transportation to and from the festival grounds from various locations
throughout the Greater New Orleans area. To participate in programming,
the Festival also plans to engage local partners whose mission includes
literacy and family-centered initiatives. The mission of the New Orleans
Book Festival at Tulane is to support and nurture a literary community by
connecting readers of all ages and backgrounds with local and national
authors through experiences that celebrate the power of literacy and
ideas. The New Orleans Book Festival at Tulane University is housed as a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization within the structure of and is presented in
partnership with Tulane University. The Festival is made possible by the
support of Tulane University and the generosity of individuals,
corporations and literacy and family foundations.

The New Orleans Book Festival at Tulane University will take place on March 12-
15, 2026, featuring local, regional and national authors participating in
moderated panel discussions and keynote lectures on the uptown campus. The
Festival will continue to engage the local community through specially curated
events that highlight New Orleans as a hub for important literary conversations.
New in 2026, the Festival will expand to include an additional day of programming
on Sunday, March 15, dedicated to young readers and their families. Family Day
at the Fest will feature educational activities and special programming in
partnership with Scholastic and the City of New Orleans.

In 2010, the New Orleans Book Festival hosted by the City of New Orleans was 
established to create a free event for the children of New Orleans and their 
families to celebrate reading. By 2013, the festival had attracted a total of 
10,000 attendees and donated 35,000 books to children of the community. 
In 2026, Family Day at the Festival will continue this tradition and remain a place 
for people from different backgrounds and neighborhoods to come together 
for a shared love of reading and learning-. 

A single book can change a young person’s life. Providing young people in our 
community with exposure to new voices and giving them access to engaging 
literary experiences fosters their imaginations and positively affects them and 
their families. This joyful, high-energy celebration brings literature to life with 
live author readings, interactive performances, book giveaways and hands-on 
activities for kids of all ages. Admission is free and open to the public, thanks to 
generous support of our sponsors.



To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Little Gators is accepting
donations of diapers in
collaboration with the
Junior League of New
Orleans’ Diaper Drive.
Please bring diapers to

donate to the Front Office or
Little Gators Entrance.

Thank you for your support!

The HNJ Yearbook Committee 
needs your photos!

Click the  camera
icon to upload your

photos directly to our
yearbook photo

library!

We need pictures from this school year!  If you have photos from any of these past
events, or any future HNJ events, please submit them to us!

Field Trips
HNJ Goes Totally 80's!
Choir
Other HNJ Events!

HNJ Athletics
Gator Fest
Back to School BBQ
Class Parties

Interested in becoming an altar server at
Holy Name of Jesus Church? Any students
who have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of

altar servers at all weekend masses. 

Please contact Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://photos.jostens.com/CMTBVV
https://donate.brickmarkers.com/hnjsc


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceGGElhJPnDOzlLbSXzf8Jbbl5LYBR2uO6Jn_D4kMFplvQTQ/viewform
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/

